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NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT — FUNDING 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [9.12 am]: I wish to inform 
the house that natural resource management work will receive a vital funding boost. Up to $3 million will be 
made available for catchment, community and industry groups and for local governments across Western 
Australia to carry out important NRM work. These groups have the local expertise and passion for retaining and 
enhancing the natural assets in their areas. Put simply, there is no-one better for the job. The funding allows 
these groups to target what is important to them in their communities and to achieve real results without layers of 
administrative bureaucracy. 

This is the second year of funding for NRM community grants, and our commitment ensures a strong focus on 
protecting and enhancing our unique environment. Under last year’s program, 51 community projects received 
funding. These projects spanned the state, from regeneration and weed eradication at Oyster Harbour to 
assessing and managing the impacts of feral pigs in the upper Fitzroy. Another example of areas to benefit from 
the scheme is the iconic Wave Rock. I visited Hyden in August and saw how waterlogging and salinity had 
destroyed much of the vegetation at Wave Rock. The restoration project undertaken by the local community and 
businesses involved earthworks to divert excess water into natural lakes. By improving the vegetation, not only 
will the aesthetics of the area improve, but also habitat will be provided for native fauna. The Wheatbelt 
benefited from funding to control feral birds and bees that affect the nests of Carnaby’s black cockatoos, while 
the Denmark Weed Action Group and the Esperance Weed Action Group have been involved in controlling 
priority weeds along WA’s spectacular south coast. 

The community funding is part of the Liberal–National government’s overall $60 million commitment to natural 
resource management, including $35 million over the next four years and $25 million last financial year. I 
encourage groups to apply for $10 000 to $50 000 under this round of funding. Proposals for funding can be 
submitted until Friday, 7 January 2011, and need to address land, water or marine issues, biodiversity, 
conservation and biosecurity. For further information, people can see the NRM website or phone the State 
Natural Resource Management Office of Western Australia on 9368 3168. 
 


